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Abstract 
As milk and milk production have their  irreplaceable role in securing the state self – sufficiency in 

basic food, it is necessary to pay attention to not only to production, but also to consumption of these 

products. The milk production is important for the society as a whole, both in terms of economy of 

state and the employment of rural population. It is a traditional economic sector, that due to its very 

favourable conditions promises a very viable future. 

The primary aim of this article was to point to the development dependencies in production and 

consumption of cow´s milk with the emphasis on reasons of decline in dairy cows. Furthermore we 

focused on considering the economy of milk production, where we assessed the own costs to exercise 

price per one liter of cow´s milk, calculation of profitability of production of milk without benefits. We 

performed the research both within the conditions of the Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic.  
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1. Introduction 

The food self-sufficiency of the country is defined as the ability to ensure coverage of 

domestic food consumption by own production potential. It follows that it is an ability of 

country to secure the domestic market by food with domestic origin. The rate of food 

sovereignty is one of the important indicators between countries. It is the fact that after 

accession of Slovakia to the EU the food sovereignty of Slovakia is steadily decreasing. Based 

on the above, it has been taken important political decisions, which define the acceptable level 

of country dependency on imported food and its regular monitoring. 

The production of milk is organizationally, materially, economically and in focus of 

manpower deployment the most demanding livestock sector. Reasons of the cost items 

fluctuation are mainly different natural, productive, organizational and other conditions. Other 

reasons are different individual cost items registrations; variability in determination of 

biological indicators and in some cases the inaccuracy or inability of their exact findings 

(Bouška, J., 2006) 

Currently, there are many discussions about the importance of milk consumption with two 

opinion groups. First group declares that milk is an essential food; the second group again 

gives priority to the health aspect of milk. On the other hand, there are also people perceiving 

diet and nutrition just in concept of “eating and drinking” and people pointing to the 

increasing trend of diseases linked to the cow’s milk consumption (Michalcová, A., 

Artimanová, A., Krupová, Z. 2007). 
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These last two groups of people are most participating on the worsening of situation in milk 

and milk products consumption. Slovakia is still lagging behind the global average as the 

manufacturers and statistics are shoving. One of the main reasons of remaining behind  the 

global average are poor knowledges of the people about the impact of these products on their 

health, healthy lifestyle and also lack of medial support to buying milk (Gondárová, J., 

Jelšíková, M. 2010). 

 

2. Methodology and data  

Assessment of developments on the Czech and Slovak markets was focused on one of the 

basic agricultural commodities of both countries, cow's milk. The initial period in which we 

applied most of analyzes was the period 1998 - 2014. The data source was the domestic and 

foreign literature, articles, database of Slovstat accessible on the website of the Statistical 

Office of the Slovak Republic (SR), also “Situational and outlook reports available on the site 

of the Research Institute of the economics of agricultural and food. Further information is 

available on the website of the Statistical Office of the Czech Republic (CR) and the Institute 

of Agricultural Economics and Information. The data in the Czech and Slovak crowns has 

been converted into euros using the exchange rate applicable for current year. The source of 

data relating to production cost and exercise price was a database of the Research Institute of 

Agricultural and Food under the name of Costs and revenues of agricultural companies of SR. 

We conducted this research by several methodological procedures. We applied 

mathematic-statistic methods used in the calculation of the indicators themselves, regression 

analysis. By analysis, synthesis and comparison of the data, we came to the results, which we 

processed in text, tabular and graphical form. 

In comparing we used indexes, proportional numbers, representing the relative comparison of 

the indicators in time. 

Indices of extensity measuring    i1/0 = q1/q0                                        (1) 

 Extensities are representing directly detectable variables by measuring, labeled 

q(0),q1, (0) – previous period (basic), (1) – current period (actual),  

 Absolute increase/decrease        ∆𝑡= 𝑌𝑡 − 𝑌𝑡−1                                       (2) 

The estimation of future expected developments in production and consumption of milk we 

have realized through the use of time series. To enable the analysis of the trend, it was 

necessary to balance time series by suitable trend function. With the help of trend function we 

determined the prognosis of developments in milk production and consumption for the next 

two years. For its compilation, it was necessary to perform regression analysis. We applied a 

linear model which point estimation is a function: 

 

                                                                                𝑦𝑗 =  𝑏0 + 𝑏1𝑥𝑗                                    (3)                        

Where:  b0 – intercept 

   b1 – regression coefficient 

  yj - j-th value of the dependent variable 

  xj - j-th value of the independent variable 
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3. Results and discussion 

3.1 The number of dairy cows, average annual utilization and production of cow’s milk in 

SR and CR 

Milk production in the Slovak and the Czech Republic belongs to one of the most important 

agricultural areas. The reason is particularly suitable natural conditions for dairy farming. 

Table no. 1 evaluates the development of the cow's milk production; average annual 

utilization and the number of dairy cows. 

In assessing the developments of cow's milk production in Slovakia, we conclude a reduction 

in cow's milk production by almost 20 %. This decrease is expressed by index value 0.806 

between years 2014 - 1998. Cow's milk production in the Czech Republic was during the 

reference period (1998 - 2014) stable, index value 1.052 even reveals an increase of 5 %. The 

registered average annual yield for milking cow was increasing in both countries (index SR – 

1.519, index CR – 1.593). At the beginning of the considered time period, there was a 

difference in average annual yield of cow’s milk 417 liters in favour of CR. At the end, the 

difference was already 1 235 liters, because the utilization of dairy cows in Czech republic 

was growing faster as in Slovakia. It follows that orientation of Czech farmers during the 

period was on cow’s milk production intensity. 

Table 1: The number of dairy cows, average annual yield and milk production in SR and CR 

 

Cow’s milk 

production (mil. l) 

Average annual yield 

on a dairy cow (l) 

The difference in 

average annual yield 

CR and SR (l) 

Dairy cows (pcs) 

 
SR CR SR CR 

 
SR CR 

1998 1 142 2 716 3 970 4 387 417 254 384 646 838 

1999 1 073 2 736 4 101 5 022 921 250 974 642 026 

2000 1 067 2 708 4 664 5 255 591 242 496 614 787 

2001 1 052 2 702 4 654 5 589 935 230 379 611 395 

2002 1 163 2 728 4 898 5 718 820 230 182 596 295 

2003 1 109 2 646 5 029 5 756 727 214 467 590 322 

2004 1 047 2 602 5 160 6 006 846 201 725 572 887 

2005 1 068 2 739 5 291 6 254 963 198 580 573 724 

2006 1 060 2 694 5 422 6 370 948 184 950 563 723 

2007 1 043 2 684 5 553 6 548 995 180 207 564 686 

2008 1 026 2 728 5 684 6 776 1 092 173854 568 695 

2009 929 2 708 5 815 6 870 1 055 162504 559 803 

2010 891 2 612 5 946 6 904 958 159260 551 245 

2011 901 2 664 6 077 7 128 1 051 154 105 551 536 

2012 931 2 741 6 208 7 432 1 225 150 272 551 225 

2013 907 2 775 6 339 7 434 1 095 144 875 551 924 

2014 921 2 856 6 470 7 705 1 235 143 083 563 963 

Index 14/98 0.806 1.052 1.591 1.593 2.962 0.562 0.872 

Index 14/13 1.015 1.029 0.997 1.035 1.128 0.988 1.022 

Source: Slovstat, Statistical Office of the Czech Republic 

 

Milk cows production in Czech republic was over the analyzed period stable. Production of 

cow’s milk in Slovakia recorded, except of the years 2002, 2005, 2011 and 2012, declining 

trend. The lowest milk production in Czech republic was recorded in year 2004, the highest in 

the last year of analyzed period (2 856 mil. l). There wasn’t the maximal dairy cows number 

in the year 2014 but maximal average annual yield on a dairy cow. On the contrary the 
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highest milk production in Slovakia was recorded in the first year of the observed period 

(1998). In this year we recorded also the maximal number of dairy cows. 

The lowest milk production was recorded in year 2011, despite of the number of dairy cows 

wasn’t the lowest. The difference in milk production between these two years was more than 

21.06 %. One of the reasons of milk production decrease was the average yearly dairy cows 

decrease of more than 7 000 pcs. From April 2015, milk quotas, limits in milk production, 

were stopped in EU countries. Slovakia did not fulfill the milk quotas in last years, so it is in 

another position as countries with milk overproduction. Positive is, that the average annual 

milk yield in Slovakia was increasing in spite of decreasing number of dairy cows, same as in 

Czech republic. Increase in cows milk yield is compensated by decrease in dairy cows number 

in CR but not in SR. The highest increase of milk yield in Slovakia (5.88 %) was recorded in 

2011 and 2012 in Czech republic in 2000 and 2001 (6.37 %). Increasing milk production 

leads to decrease in production cost per unit of output. This is one of the ways to increase the 

profitability of milk production. To increase the dairy cows utilization, it is necessary to focus 

on roughages quality, productive and reproductive parameters improvement, young cattle 

breeding and technologies upgrading. 

3.1.1 Estimation of the cow’s milk production in SR and CR  

Estimate milk production, we conducted by regression analysis. The results indicate the 

further decline in production of cow's milk with probability of 72,32 % in SR.  

 
Graf 1: Estimation of the cow’s milk production in SR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: own processing 

Estimated production of cow’s milk in Czech Republic is more positive than the estimation in 

Slovak Republic. However, linear model explains only 25.16 % of change. The production of 

cow's milk is given not only by time series but also by other factors not considered by the 

model. The above estimates show that the Czech Republic has a much more positive result 

estimate of the expected development of future milk production than the Slovak Republic. 
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Graf 2: Estimation of the cow’s milk production in CR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: own processing 

From the perspective of milk and dairy products consumption per capita, there is considerable 

difference between countries. Recalculated milk consumption per capita of the Czech 

Republic significantly exceeds the consumption of milk per capita of the Slovak Republic. In 

1998, the consumption of milk per capita in Slovakia was 157.8 liters, while in the Czech 

Republic it was 191.4 liters. 

3.2 Consumption of cow’s milk in SR and CR 

Milk consumption development in both countries had fluctuating tendency. From 1998 to 

2014 there was an increase in milk consumption per capita. While in 1998, consumption per 

capita of the Slovak Republic represented 157.8 liters in 2014 it was 160.6 liters, which 

means an increase of only 1.8 % (index 1.018). The statistics below shows that consumption 

of milk per capita has stagnated and is far below the recommended dose, which is determined 

by nutritionists to 220 liters. Milk consumption per capita of the Czech Republic reports 

growth, which achieves over the level of recommended consumption from 2004. 

It is generally known that the Slovak and Czech households prefer life milk before fresh. 

Within life milk is the most popular type the semi-skimmed milk, which takes majority share 

in the volume of milk consumption. 

The reason for the low milk consumption in Slovakia can be caused by low purchasing power 

of the households, which is reflected from consumer prices of milk and also the monthly 

households income. The decrease in VAT from 20 % to 10 % resulting in price reduction of 

milk and dairy products will contribute to the increase of milk and dairy products 

consumption to the level of neighboring countries, that have lower VAT on food as the 

Slovak Republic. 

Further important factor, which is weakening the competitiveness of Slovak milk producers, 

is unused production capacity of the dairy industry. The average usage of production capacity 

40 – 60 %, as stated in the Green Reports of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 

affects the growth of unit costs in the production of domestic products. 
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Table 2: Cow’s milk consumption in SR and CR 

 

Average number of 

inhabitance (thousands) 

Cow’s milk consumption per 

inhabitant (l) 

Total cow’s milk 

consumption (l) 

 
SR CR SR CR SR CR 

1998 5 391 10 295 157.8 191.4 850.68 1969.43 

1999 5 399 10 283 156.7 201.3 845.45 2068.98 

2000 5 401 10 273 155.6 207.9 840.35 2134.41 

2001 5 380 10 224 157.1 208.8 845.16 2131.10 

2002 5 379 10 201 161.4 214.2 868.14 2185.54 

2003 5 379 10 202 153.7 216.9 826.74 2214.86 

2004 5 382 10 207 148.9 223.3 801.47 2282.25 

2005 5 387 10 234 150.2 231.4 809.17 2372.10 

2006 5 391 10 267 148.0 232.4 797.90 2390.74 

2007 5 396 10 323 148.9 237.5 803.73 2465.52 

2008 5 407 10 430 148.6 235.6 803.48 2466.15 

2009 5 418 10 491 149.4 242.4 809.51 2546.85 

2010 5 431 10 517 158.1 236.9 858.64 2495.21 

2011 5 438 10 497 152.4 221.1 822.71 2322.75 

2012 5 408 10 509 154.0 227.5 832.77 2392.42 

2013 5 413 10 511 153.9 227.3 833.12 2389.47 

2014 5 419 10 525 160.6 229.6 870.24 2419.59 

Index 14/98 1.005 1.022 1.018 1.200 1.023 1.229 

Index14/13 1.001 1.001 1.044 1.010 1.045 1.013 

Source: Slovstat, Statistical Office of the Czech Republic 

 

In comparison to other European countries, Slovakia lags in the consumption of milk per 

capita, even though the quality of Slovak milk is comparable in terms of fat and nutrients with 

other European countries. Despite of the national efforts to promote the consumption of milk 

and milk products through programs such as "School Milk" or “Promotional and 

informational program to promote consumption of milk and milk products”, the milk 

consumption remains sluggish. Since 1957 the third May Tuesday is declared as "World Day 

of milk", to commemorate the importance of its consumption. 

 

3.3 The difference in cow´s milk production and consumption in SR and CR 

Table 3 shows the differences between production and consumption of milk in the reporting 

period. These figures indicate that both countries produce more milk than domestic 

consumption. In 1998 the Slovak Republic has produced surplus of milk at the level of 

34.24 % and the Czech Republic 37.89 %. The production surplus was declining and in 2014 

it reached the value of 5.83 % in SR and 18.06 % in CR. If we recalculate the surplus in milk 

production to domestic consumption per capita, we will find that the Slovak Republic 

produces about 9.37 liters more, and the Czech Republic about 41.46 liters more milk. Slovak 

Republic currently does not produce sufficient milk to cover the recommended dose (220 to 

160.6 = 59.4) of milk consumption. The analyzes show that the Czech Republic is in the 

production and consumption of milk in terms of the needs of the population in a much better 

situation than the Slovak Republic. 
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Table 3: Difference between cow's milk production and consumption 

 

Difference between cow’s 

milk production and 

consumption (mil. l) 

Cow’s milk surplus per 

capita (l) 

Cow’s milk surplus per 

capita (%) 

 
SR ČR SR ČR SR ČR 

1998 291.32 746.57 54.04 72.52 34.24% 37.89% 

1999 227.55 667.02 42.15 64.87 26.90% 32.22% 

2000 226.65 573.59 41.97 55.83 26.97% 26.86% 

2001 206.84 570.9 38.45 55.84 24.47% 26.74% 

2002 294.86 542.46 54.82 53.18 33.96% 24.83% 

2003 282.26 431.14 52.47 42.26 34.14% 19.48% 

2004 245.53 319.75 45.62 31.33 30.64% 14.03% 

2005 258.83 366.9 48.05 35.85 31.99% 15.49% 

2006 262.1 303.26 48.62 29.54 32.85% 12.71% 

2007 239.27 218.48 44.34 21.16 29.78% 8.91% 

2008 222.52 261.85 41.15 25.11 27.70% 10.66% 

2009 119.49 161.15 22.06 15.36 14.76% 6.34% 

2010 32.36 116.79 5.96 11.10 3.77% 4.69% 

2011 78.29 341.25 14.40 32.51 9.45% 14.70% 

2012 98.23 348.58 18.16 33.17 11.80% 14.58% 

2013 73.88 385.53 13.65 36.68 8.87% 16.14% 

2014 50.76 436.41 9.37 41.46 5.83% 18.06% 

Index 14/98 0.174 0.585 0.173 0.572 0.170 0.477 

Index 14/13 0.687 1.132 0.686 1.130 0.658 1.119 

Source: own calculations 

 

Graf 3: Comparison of cow’s milk production and consumption pre capita to the recommended 

dose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: own processing 

In Chart 3 we would like to point out that the milk producers in the Slovak Republic were not 

able to produce milk per capita at the level of recommended dose (220 litres), while farmers 

in the Czech Republic has succeeded this in each year. It follows that if the consumption of 

milk were at the recommended dose, we would have to import milk from other states. 

3.4 Economics of cow’s milk production in SR and CR 

Own cost of 1 liter of milk, as well as exercise prices per 1 liter of milk in the Czech Republic 

were not available in all analyzed years, so we have to work with data that we have available. 
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Table 4: Own expense, exercise price, profit and return on cow's milk in SR and CR 

 
Own expense (€/l) 

Realization price 

(€/l) 
Profit/Loss (€/l) Return on costs (%) 

 
SR CR SR CR SR CR SR CR 

1999 0.201 - 0.182 - -0.019 - -9.401 - 

2000 0.208 - 0.191 - -0.018 - -8.624 - 

2001 0.220 - 0.206 - -0.014 - -6.277 - 

2002 0.226 

6 
0.247 0.223 0.258 -0.003 0.012 -1.278 4.738 

2003 0.225 0.235 0.217 0.242 -0.008 0.006 -3.452 2.621 

2004 0.258 0.260 0.237 0.266 -0.021 0.006 -8.116 2.276 

2005 0.263 0.279 0.250 0.286 -0.013 0.006 -5.110 2.222 

2006 0.305 0.291 0.270 0.287 -0.035 -0.004 -11.333 -1.500 

2007 0.328 0.323 0.290 0.322 -0.038 0.000 -11.525 -0.116 

2008 0.405 0.327 0.361 0.319 -0.044 -0.007 -10.820 -2.278 

2009 0.370 0.307 0.350 0.236 -0.020 -0.070 -5.405 -22.906 

2010 0.390 0.312 0.290 0.291 -0.100 -0.021 -25.641 -6.642 

2011 0.430 0.315 0.390 0.313 -0.040 -0.001 -9.302 -0.474 

2012 0.400 0.319 0.310 0.298 -0.090 -0.021 -22.500 -6.475 

2013 0.420 0.313 0.340 0.316 -0.080 0.003 -19.048 1.049 

2014 0.420 0.302 0.350 0.345 -0.070 0.043 -16.667 14.200 

Average - - - - -0.038 -0.004 -10.906 -1.022 

Source: Research Institute of the Economics of Agriculture and Food, Institute of Agricultural Economics and 

Information, own calculations 

 

A comparison of production cost per liter of milk in the Czech Republic and Slovakia showed 

that from 2002 to 2007, the cost of both countries maintained at approximately the same level. 

In other years has costs in terms of the Czech Republic reached a lower level than in Slovakia, 

which is due to the higher efficiency of dairy cows since 2008 of about 1 000 and more liters 

of milk per cow. 

This fact in dairy cows has a decisive impact on the unit cost of milk production in both 

countries. Despite the implementation of various measures for the maximum savings an 

increase of cost occurred. From 2002 to 2013, their own cost of 1 liter of milk in the Czech 

Republic increased by only 0.055 €, which represents a growth of 23 %, while in Slovakia up 

to 0.194 €, which is growth of 86 %. 

From the perspective of the individual cost items representation in percentage in total own 

costs for one liter of milk either in Slovakia or the Czech Republic held the top positions food 

and bedding, whether produced or purchased. The high level of the cost of these items is due 

to the constant increase in input prices. Significant cost item consists of the direct wages and 

salaries as well as depreciation of animals. Increasing the productive life of dairy cows can 

reduce the value of this cost item. 

When analyzing the data concerning the Slovak Republic it can be said, that own expenses in 

all the analyzed period exceeds the exercise price level. As can be seen in Table 4 realization 

prices of milk without a subsidy were not able to cover the costs necessary for its production. 

Producers generated a loss in the range of 0.003 to 0.100 € per liter of milk and the average 

loss over the reporting period of 16 years was 0.038 €. Return on own costs amounted in all 

assessed periods negative value, while the average return costs stood at -10.906 %. 

When analyzing the data related to the Czech Republic we can say that between own costs 

and the exercise price are not as great differences as in the case of the Slovak Republic. The 

average return over the evaluated years has been at -1.022 %. 
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3.5 Suggesting possible solution of subsidies per average cow for milk producers 

The calculations suggest that the Slovak farmers were in the investigated years in the loss of 

milk production, as noted in Table 5. The economic imbalance should be addressed through 

subsidy titles. If we evaluate the past three years, the subsidy should amount to around 500 € 

for the average dairy cow. Loss per milking cow was calculated by multiplying the milk yield 

of dairy cows and economic loss rates expressed in euro per liter of produced milk. 

Table 5: Difference between own costs and exercise price per milking cow in SR (€)  

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Loss per cow’s milk 

(SR) 
-210.00 -249.05 -249.05 -594.60 -243.08 -558.72 -507.12 -452.90 

Source: own calculations 

In this part of the article we addressed further possible solutions of subsidies per average cow 

for milk producers (farmers). 

The first variant is based on the average annual yield of the cows in SR, which does not 

reflect the exact value of subsidies to individual breeds. This is because of different milk yield 

in separate farms, which ranges from 4 500 to 10 000 liters. The second alternative could be 

carried out on the basis of the actual average annual yield by breeds that would reflect the 

economic subsidy for breeding more objectively. Third Solution variant of subsidies is 

presented in Table 6. It is based on the change of average yield and average exercise price and 

its impact on economic efficiency of milk production in Slovakia. 

Table 6: Impact of the change in exercise price on economic efficiency of dairy cows breed in SR  

Exercise price (€/l) 0.25 0.26 0.27 0.28 0.29 0.3 0.31 0.32 0.33 

Total difference in € to 

average yield 
- 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 

Average loss/profit per 

dairy cow (€) 
- -1035.2 -970.5 -905.8 -841.1 -776.4 -711.7 -647 -582.3 

          

Exercise price (€/l) 0.34 0.35 0.36 0.37 0.38 0.39 0.4 0.41 0.42 

Total difference in € to 

average yield 
64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 64.7 

Average loss/profit 

per dairy cow (€) 
-517.6 -452.9 -388.2 -323.5 -258.8 -194.1 -129.4 -64.7 0 

Source: own calculations 

 

In 2014, the average dairy cows yield in SR was 6 470 liters and average exercise price was 

0.35 €/l. In table we are assessing the impact of the change in farming exercise price of 0.01 € 

on loss/profit of average dairy cow, which is economically expressed by the multiplication of 

yield and above mentioned price change (6 470 * € 0.01 = 64.7 €). The subsidy per an average 

dairy cow, the state should pay according to the actual achieved average exercise price of 

milk in the Slovak Republic and the average yield of dairy cows in individual breeds. 

 

4. Conclusion 

From the results of the analysis we can conclude that in the Czech Republic and Slovakia 

remains a long-term economic imbalances (loss) for breeding dairy cows, which affects the 

continuing reduction of livestock number. Farmers are replacing the reduction in number of 

dairy cows by a higher efficiency of dairy cows, which ensures adequate milk production for 

each country. From the perspective of self-sufficiency is Czech Republic in better position. 
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The milk production surplus to domestic consumption in CR is 18.06 % or 41 liters. In SR the 

milk production surplus is 5.83 % per capita.  

The Czech dairy farmers had in 1998 about 417 liters bigger yield in milk production per 

dairy cow. In 2014, the difference in milk yield between the Czech and Slovak Republics was 

already 1 235 liters of milk per dairy cow. It follows that Czech farmers bet on higher milk 

production intensity, which later manifested by reducing the unit cost of one produced liter of 

milk. This has a major impact after 2008, when the own costs on one produced liter of milk 

reached 0.42 € in Slovakia and in the Czech Republic it stagnated at 0.31 €. 

Based on the long-term development and its predictions the self-sufficiency of the Slovak 

Republic in milk production threatened. One of the options to avoid this production risk is 

government assistance, which would provide targeted support to milk producers on the basis 

of changes in the exercise price and the milk yield of dairy cows in farms. 

If we evaluate the exercise price of milk to its own costs and achieved average annual yield of 

dairy cows, we can say that milk production on an average dairy cow in Slovak farms was in 

evaluated period mostly unprofitable. This fact has an impact on a much higher decline of 

dairy cows number in Slovakia (index 14/98 – 56.2 %) than in the Czech Republic, where the 

index is 87.2 %. Loss of dairy cows number in the years 1998 - 2014 was in relative terms 

31 % faster in Slovakia as in Czech Republic. 

In 2016 Slovakia reduced the VAT for milk by 10 %. By mentioned measure Slovakia intends 

to promote the consumption of basic foods in the population and reduce cross-border 

shopping of food in neighboring countries. The effect of state intervention in the final 

commodities prices may cause an increase in milk consumption per capita and Slovak farmers 

will not be able to cover this increase by domestic production. 
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